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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, IL 61920
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

HOME: (217) 345-4166

August 24, 1983
LS-AS-FB STATE

LINEBACKERS
(Last in a Series)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--With an abundance of quality linebackers, Eastern Illinois University's defense again has the flexibility to play a basic 4-3 defense or shift to its
quarterback pressured eight man front.
Four regulars, Tyrone Covington (Chicago-Morgan Park), David Fergurson (Alton),
Reggie Taylor (Apopka, FL-Arizona Western CC) and Ortega Jackson (Washington, DC-Woodson),
are returning to give the Panthers a quality segment.
"These people give us a lot of experience with a genuine feel for the game • • •
they make

few mental errors," says first year coach Sheldon Herd, who assisted on a

parttime basis last year.
When in a base 4-3 defense, Covington, a 5-11, 210, junior, will line up in the
middle flanked by Taylor, a 5-11, 195 senior, and Jackson, a 6-0, 200 senior.
When they go with four 'backers, Fergurson, a 6-2, 220 junior, will join the group
playing inside with Covington.

Fergurson, recovering from a back injury, started five

games last year and was the first off the bench in the rest, a role he likely will assume
again this fall.
"Right now Dave is concentrating on the middle because that's where he'll play when
we use four linebackers," Herd explained, "but he's a multipurpose player • • • he'll
backup the outside spots in the 4-3.

However we really consider him a starter in our

system."
If any one player, though, was slighted from post-season honors last year, it was
Taylor, whose broken hand sidelined him early in the year and then left him overshadowed
by other statistical leaders.
"Reggie has great leverage, is rarely caught off his feet and plays the pass and
run equally well.

He's one of the fastest linebackers and its documented how well he can

shake the blocker and make the hit."
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Jackson moved into the starting lineup when Taylor was hurt and stayed as the Panthers utilized four 'backers more often the latter part of the year.
He also set a single season school and conference record by recovering six fumbles,
and is within reach of the career record of nine by Randy Melvin.
"Ortega was given a chance to play and made the most of it.

He has good speed and

size • • • he's run a 4.55 in the 40," Herd said.
Covington started the last five games and both playoff contests in '82 leading the
team with 11 tackles in the Jackson State win.

" Tyrone

was overshadowed in the middle last year by Bill Mines but with Mines gone

there's no doubt who's No. 1.

Covington has great strength, speed and will really hit.

The only thing he lacks is height," said Herd.
Al Jennings (Chicago-Collins) is the backup with the most experience, lettering
mostly for his work on specialty teams.

Ira Thompson (Chicago-Vocational), who trans-

ferred last year from Triton JC, saw little action in '82 and is slated as a backup again
this fall.

John Beach (Rialto, CA) transferred this summer from San Bernardino Valley

(CA) CC and is working as a middle linebacker.
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